
CONTENTS

PROLOGUE ................................................................................................1

CHAPTER 1
AN AUDITION BLUEPRINT..............................................................3

Christine — The Phantom of the Opera (Gaston Leroux) ......................13
Eve — Eve’s Diary (Mark Twain) ............................................................14
Elfie — The Easiest Way (Eugene Walter) ..............................................15
Heather — God in Bed (Glenn Alterman) ..............................................17
Jenni — Six Foot Even (Deron Sedy) ......................................................18
Deanna — Pick Me (Heidi Decker) ........................................................20
Hope — Whole (Scot Walker) ..................................................................21
Mabel Lee — Pretty for an Asian Girl (Lucy Wang)..............................23
Kayla and Madison (Duologue) —

My Conversation with Madison (Amanda Kozik) ................................25

CHAPTER 2
A TIME OF INNOCENCE ..................................................................29

Phebe — The Darker Face of the Earth (Rita Dove) ..............................30
Dotty — Out of Sterno (Deborah Zoe Laufer) ........................................32
Marguerite — Stamping, Shouting and Singing Home
(Lisa Evans) ..........................................................................................33

Reggie Fluty — The Laramie Project (Moises Kaufman) ......................34
Narrator — The Secret Life of Barbie and Mr. Potato Head
(Nin Andrews)........................................................................................35

Amy — Breathing Corpses (Laura Wade) ..............................................36
Jessamym — Some Unfinished Chaos (Evan Guilford-Blake) ..............38
Marie — A Bird of Prey (Jim Grimsley)..................................................39
Myra Witzer — Last Chance Romance (Sam Bobrick) ........................40
Zahrah — Slow Falling Bird (Christine Evans)......................................41
Cara — Because of Beth (Elana Gartner) ................................................42
Danny — Blue (Ursula Rani Sarma)........................................................44
Teenage Girl — Common Ground (Brendon Votipka) ............................46
Mrs. Harris — The Columbine Project (Paul Storiale) ..........................47
Mother — New Age (Vivienne Laxdal) ..................................................48
Girl — Baby in the Basement (David-Matthew Barnes) ........................50



CHAPTER 3
A TIME OF REBELLION ....................................................................52

Diana — next to normal (Tom Kitt and Brian Yorkey) ..........................53
Polly X — Trojan Barbie (Christine Evans) ............................................54
Twyla — Underpants (Wilma Marcus Chandler) ....................................56
Sister — Bunny’s Last Night in Limbo (Peter Petralia)............................57
Laura — The Arcata Promise (David Mercer)........................................58
Bonnie — Third Person: Bonnie and Clyde Redux (Peter Petralia) ........60
Myrna — The Mineola Twins (Paula Vogel) ..........................................61
Ashleigh — Thank You So Much for Stopping (Halley Feiffer) ..............62
Kristen — Bridewell (Charles Evered) ....................................................64
Lisa — A Preface to the Alien Garden (Robert Alexander) ....................65
Cinderella’s Sister — Cinderella (Chris Wind) ......................................66
Julie — My Battle with Bulimia (Peter Langman) ..................................68
Lily — Glass Eels (Nell Leyshon) ..........................................................70
Peaches — PEACHES (Cristal Chanelle Truscott) ..................................72
Michelle — Elephant (Margie Stokley) ..................................................73
Samantha — Samantha (Sofia Dubrawsky)............................................74
Woman — Laughing Wild (Christopher Durang)....................................75

CHAPTER 4
A TIME OF INDEPENDENCE ..........................................................78

Ma — Soda Fountain (Richard Lay) ......................................................79
Lexy — Crispy Leaves (Tara Meddaugh) ................................................80
Olivia — Ayravana Flies, or A Pretty Dish (Sheila Callaghan) ..............81
Brett — This Will Not Look Good on My Resume (Jass Richards) ........82
Miram — Stupid (Kevin Six) ..................................................................85
Rivka — In the Cards (Caroline Russell-King) ......................................86
Joanna — God in Bed (Glenn Alterman) ................................................87
Sloane — Something in the Air (Richard Dresser) ..................................89
Leena — LUMP (Leena Luther) ..............................................................90
Cali — Things of Dry Hours (Naomi Wallace)........................................92
Onatah — On Sacred Ground (Susan Rowan Masters) ..........................93
Allegra — Pretty Theft (Adam Szymkowicz)..........................................95
Intisar — Veils (Tom Coash)....................................................................96
Matilde — The Clean House (Sarah Ruhl)..............................................98
Shawna — Shawna (Sofia Dubrawsky) ..................................................99
Rosalia — Random Women (Carolyn Carpenter) ..................................100



CHAPTER 5
A TIME OF DOUBT ..........................................................................102

Veronica — Miss Witherspoon (Christopher Durang) ..........................103
Evelyn — Bums (Robert Shaffron) ........................................................104
Millie — Daughter (Elana Gartner) ......................................................105
Grace — Look What You Made Me Do (Lynda Sturner) ......................107
Carol — A Confluence of Dreaming (Tammy Ryan) ............................109
Elizabeth — Cold-Blooded Murderer (Elisa Thompson) ......................110
Jessie — In the Daylight (Tony Glazer) ................................................112
Amy — All Aboard the Marriage Hearse (Matt Morillo) ....................113
Nameless Woman — When It’s Over (Christyna Belden) ....................114
Graciela — Barrio Hollywood (Elaine Romero) ..................................115
Teddie — Drawing Down Clio (Doug Baldwin) ..................................117
Actress — Tirade (Mary Louise Wilson) ..............................................118
Mother — A Mother’s Day Monologue (Glenn Hascall) ......................119
Young Girl — Tales from the Tunnel
(Troy Diana and James Valletti) ..........................................................121

Puerto Rican Woman — Don’t Breathe on the Job
(Allen Davis III) ..................................................................................122

Gabby — I Never Got to Say Good-Bye (Lexanne Leonard)................124
Karen — Six Views (Lisa Kirazian) ......................................................126

CHAPTER 6
A TIME OF CYNICISM ....................................................................128

Salima — Ruined (Lynn Nottage) ..........................................................129
Roma — Night Luster (Laura Harrington) ............................................130
Mitzi — Baggage (Sam Bobrick) ..........................................................131
Carol — The Pain and the Itch (Bruce Norris) ....................................132
Theresa — Stain (Tony Glazer) ............................................................133
Nameless Woman — Funny (Christyna Belden) ..................................134
Michelle — Sensitivity (Lisa Soland) ....................................................135
Sabina — Sleeping Dogs (Philip Osment) ............................................137
Critic’s Wife — New York Actor (John Guare) ....................................138
Gwen — Let’s Not Talk about Men (Carla Cantrelle) ............................139
Gina — Local Nobody (Nicole Pandolfo)..............................................140
Senta — A Legacy for the Mad (Don Nigro) ........................................141
Lauren — Beauty on the Vine (Zak Berkman) ......................................142
Petra — Other People (Christopher Shinn) ..........................................143



Young Girl — Bad Boys (Eve Ensler) ..................................................144
Teenage Girl — Neverland (Michael Edan)..........................................146
Annmarie — Chocolate Cake (Mary Gallagher) ..................................148
Kayla — Enigma (Carolyn Carpenter) ..................................................149
Rosie — Better Places to Go (David-Matthew Barnes) ........................151

CHAPTER 7
SCENE STUDY......................................................................................153

Narrator, Girl, and Boy (Trialogue) —
Le Supermache (Ian August) ..............................................................154

Karen and Bert (Duologue) —
Decisions, Decisions (Ken Friedman) ................................................162

Dorothy and Auntie Em (Duologue) —
Yellow Brick Road (Paula Stone) ........................................................165

Juliet and Ophelia (Duologue) —
Anger Management (Lindsay Price) ....................................................167

Alice and Maureen (Duologue) —
Attic Letters (Jeanne Beckwith) ..........................................................174

Lois and Fred (Duologue) —
Dinner for Two (Ken Friedman) ..........................................................176

LEGAL ACKNOWLEDGMENTS ....................................................179

ABOUT THE EDITOR........................................................................189


